[image: image3.png]Fens Primary School, Hartlepool

EYFS Long Term Plan 2021/2022
PROGRAMME OF STUDY: RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Term NURSERY RECEPTION
TIA Let's find out about Harvest. Let's find out about Harvest in a church.
Let's find out about Diyali. Let's find out about Shabbat.
Let's find out about the Christmas story.
T1B 7 .
et et emiliio Eii e Sy Let's find out about Christmas celebrations
in churches
) " Let's find out about holy books (eg the
T2a  |Lef'sfind outabout the Bible. Quran, the Torah, the Guru Granth Sahib).
Let's hear some stories about Jesus (Jesus " .
and Zacchaeus, Jesus calming the storm). Let's hear some stories Jesus told (Lost
Sheep, Lost Coin).
128 Let's find out about the Easter story. Igre“tjfcﬁr;ti out about Easter celebrations in
Let's find out about Christian baptism.
T3A Let's find out about special buildings and
how people worship there (eg mandir,
138 Let's find out about R Ban . church, synagogue, Buddhist rupas).
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Religious Education Vision & Curriculum Intent

Our RE vision is to inspire, challenge and encourage pupils, thus equipping them with the knowledge, skills and understanding to answer challenging questions, explore different religious beliefs, values and traditions and develop a more rigorous understanding of the numerous religious traditions, beliefs and practices that are followed in our multi-cultural society. Our vision is for all children to have a deeper understanding of how religious education promotes discernment and enables pupils to combat prejudice, preparing them for adult life, employment and life-long learning.
 (Reviewed September 2021)

Our Religious Education Curriculum Intent

The intention of Religious Education at Fens Primary School is to inspire our children to develop a deepening knowledge and understanding about a range of religious and non-religious world views.

The children will:
· Describe and explain religious beliefs and the ways different beliefs are expressed.

· Know and understand how these beliefs impact individuals, communities and societies.

· Describe and explain some sources of authority and teachings by studying different religions and world views.

· Gain and deploy deepening understanding of specialist vocabulary and terms
· Gain skills that enable them to question their learning and enable critical thinking through the material they are studying.

· Have opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development and reflect on their own thoughts, feelings, experiences, ideas, values and beliefs.
· Study religious diversity within Hartlepool and their wider area.

· They will understand not everyone has the same beliefs or views and so be respectful of others. 
· Through RE, they will be able to challenge prejudice discrimination and racism.

· To strive to be an ‘Evidence Informed’ school, taking into account the important role different forms of evidence can play in improving our school RE curriculum through informing decision making and implementation practices that continually work to improve the outcomes of teaching and learning. 

In order to achieve this goal, we will:

· Engage with a wide range of research, related to both RE and wider teaching and learning

· Explore areas of school practice that can be improved and clearly define them for all school stakeholders

· Prepare clear school development plans that outline how implementation activities and resources will be deployed to meet the intended outcomes

· Deliver and Adapt implementation strategies, monitoring their effectiveness through developed school systems and a flexible and collaborative peer-to-peer approach to school improvement 

· Sustain and scale successful implementation practices to ensure they are embedded.  

· Develop children’s awareness of their ability to self-regulate and think about their learning by sustaining and promoting the school’s metacognition agenda, in order to develop metacognitive strategies in conjunction with building a progressive understanding of RE concepts.

Legal Requirements
Religious Education must be provided for all registered pupils in maintained schools, including those in
Reception classes and the sixth form.

Religious Education is a component of the basic curriculum, to be taught alongside the National
Curriculum in all maintained schools. In all maintained schools, other than voluntary aided schools
with a religious character, it must be taught according to a locally Agreed Syllabus which is the
statutory order.

Each Local Authority (LA) must have a SACRE (Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education) to
advise the LA on matters connected with RE. The SACRE may require a review of the Agreed Syllabus
at any time. This is in addition to the requirement on LAs to convene an Agreed Syllabus Conference
(ASC) to reconsider the Agreed Syllabus every five years.

The Education Act 1996 states that an Agreed Syllabus must reflect the fact that the religious
traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, whilst taking account of the teachings and
practices of the other principal religions represented in Great Britain. It must be non-denominational
and must not be designed to convert pupils or to urge a particular religion or religious belief on pupils.
Teaching about denominations is not prohibited.

The Agreed Syllabus sets out what pupils should be taught. The key focus and learning outcomes for
each key stage set out the expected standards of pupils’ performance at different ages.


The Head Teacher must ensure the provision of Religious Education and ensure that sufficient time and
resources are given to Religious Education to meet statutory requirements. For LA maintained schools,
the governing body and the LA must also exercise their functions in securing this provision.
Right of withdrawal from RE
RE is provided for all pupils and is open, inclusive and broad. During RE lessons, pupils explore a range
of religious and non-religious worldviews. In the UK, parents still have the right to withdraw their
children from RE on the grounds that they wish to provide their own RE. This provision will be the
parents’ responsibility. If parents wish to do so they should discuss this with the head teacher. 
Equal Opportunities

All teaching and non-teaching staff at Fens Primary School are responsible for ensuring that all pupils irrespective of gender, ability, ethnicity and social circumstance, have access to the curriculum and make the greatest possible progress and achievement. 

How we implement our RE Curriculum

We implement RE through the Hartlepool Agreed Syllabus which was revised in 2020 for the basis of our Curriculum. The syllabus encourages enquiry-based learning and provides a developmental approach to RE which is coherent and systematic. Continuity and progression is achieved by building on the knowledge, understanding and skills that pupils gain across and between key stages. The Christian festivals of Christmas and Easter are covered by a whole school approach where children share findings in assembly time. Teachers have some flexibility to move questions that fit in with other areas of the curriculum providing the sequential progression is not affected.

The curriculum covers the RE Concepts of Belief, Authority, Expressions of Belief and Impact of Belief. Each element is driven by a key question which is a basis for enquiry-based learning where children are provided opportunities to engage explore and evaluate their learning.

APPROACH
The three elements of RE
RE is based on:
( Knowledge and Understanding of Religion
( Critical Thinking
( Personal Reflection
These are interlinked and enable pupils to make good progress in RE.
Enquiry Based Learning
( Enquiry questions have been used to help produce a balanced Scheme of Work that enables pupils to develop an understanding of the differing dimensions in the study of religion. Enquiry Based Learning is a process which actively engages pupils in the learning process. It enables them to develop skills as they investigate issues surrounding religion and beliefs. Through the cycle of enquiry pupils have the opportunity to:
( generate and refine questions
( develop lines of enquiry using a range of methods and sources
( research complex issues and explore a range of viewpoints
( gather, compare and synthesise information, interpreting, analysing and evaluating findings
( develop knowledge and understanding of religion and belief and the impact these have on
individuals and communities today
( use critical thinking and reasoning to draw conclusions 

RE Breadth of Study and Progression of Learning: 
Pupils will study Christianity at each of the key stages (KS1 to KS4). At least one of the other five principal religions will also be taught at one of these key stages. This is a requirement of this Agreed Syllabus and ensures that each of the principal religions are studied in a systematic way at least once during a child’s education. The required ‘core’ religions to be studied at each key stage are:

Key Stage 1: Christianity, Hinduism
Key Stage 2: Christianity, Islam, Sikhism

At Early Years Foundation Stage, schools should draw on Christianity plus aspects of the other principal religions as appropriate.

The RE curriculum should also include study of other religious worldviews and nonreligious worldviews as appropriate. These can be taught through thematic units (the study of one topic across several traditions), through units on religious diversity and through systematic units of work.
Early Years Foundation Stage:
During the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), Religious Education may be taught as part of whole class topics or themes. The Agreed Syllabus uses the following themes to explore religion: Special and
Belonging.  Children explore these ideas through topics such as special times, special objects, special people, special books, how we show belonging, the natural world, new life, new places, and stories provide excellent opportunities for RE foundation work in Nursery and Reception and can be successfully built on at
 Key Stage 1.
Examples for exploration in Religious Education:
( Let’s find out about the Christmas story
( Let’s find out about Raksha Bandhan
Key Stage 1:
· Pupils must be taught about:
 Christianity - introduction to beliefs and practices and their impact.
Example of Unit Question - How do Christians celebrate Easter?
· Hinduism– introduction to some beliefs and practices and their impact.
Example of Unit Question - How do Hindus celebrate Divali?
· Religious diversity - introduction to the diverse religious and non-religious landscape in the local
area (including differing denominations).
Example of Unit Question -What can we find out about our local faith communities?
Lower Key Stage 2 (Year 3 and Year 4):
Pupils must be taught about:
• Christianity – beliefs and practices across the denominations and the impact of these for individuals and communities.
Examples of Unit Question
- Why are Good Friday and Easter Sunday the most important days for
Christians?
- So, what do we now know about Christianity? (Statutory Bridging Unit)

•Sikhism – some beliefs and practices and the impact of these for individuals and
communities
Example of Unit Question - How do Sikhs worship in the Gurdwara?
• religious diversity - the diverse religious and non-religious landscape across the
region
Examples of Unit Question - What can we find out about diversity in our region?
• similarities and differences within and between religious and non-religious worldviews
through at least one thematic study e.g. about ritual, the environment, care for others
Examples of Unit Questions
- How do people show care for others?
Upper Key Stage 2 (Year 5 and Year 6) Pupils must be taught about:
• Christianity – beliefs and practices across the denominations and the impact of these
for individuals and communities.
Examples of Unit Question
- Why is the Last Supper so important to Christians?
- So, what do we now know about Christianity? (Statutory Bridging Unit)
• Islam – some beliefs and practices and the impact of these for individuals and
communities
Example of Unit Question - What do Muslims believe about God?
• religious diversity - the diverse religious and non-religious landscape across the
region
Examples of Unit Question - What can we find out about diversity in our region?
• similarities and differences within and between religious and non-religious worldviews
through at least one thematic study e.g. about ritual, the environment, care for others
Examples of Unit Questions
- How do people show care for others?
- Why do people use ritual in their lives?
Planning:
· Long Term Planning is based on the Hartlepool Agreed syllabus at a whole school level
· Medium Term Planning is set for each year group, with each unit having clear objectives which are then included in the short term planning. 

· Short Term Planning is on a weekly basis at parallel class level on the agreed planning format. These take into account the needs of the particular abilities within the class and work is differentiated to meet those needs. Short term planning clearly shows the learning objectives for that lesson, the main input of the lesson, including enquiry questions, and the organisation of differentiated activities in order for learning to take place for all pupils. The planned assessments show the focus for the learning outcomes of the lesson.
· Planning takes into account the high emphasis which the school places on the pupils’ skills using metacognition/ critical thinking. 
· Assessment opportunities are built in to each lesson, with an assessment outcomes grid for completion after each lesson. Planning sheets are annotated with information regarding pupils’ progress, and difficulties or misconceptions are noted which will be addressed in future lessons.

· Teaching assistants make an important contribution to class, group and individual work and their contributions are planned into the lessons accordingly.
· Planning/ assessment grids are together in one document and saved on the staff shared folder on the school network at the end of each half term. 
TIME ALLOCATION AND WAYS OF DELIVERING RE
Every school must ensure that sufficient time and resources are given to Religious Education to meet statutory requirements. Enough time must be given to cover the programmes of study or specifications at each key stage, assumed to be approximately 5% of curriculum time.

· Early Years Foundation Stage
RE is statutory for all pupils on the school register. RE may be taught at Reception stage
within a themed programme but sufficient time should be given to ensure the Programme of
Study for EYFS in this Agreed Syllabus is covered.

· Key Stage 1
RE must be taught in each year group. The recommended time for this is approximately 36
hours per year.
· Key Stage 2
RE must be taught in each year group. The recommended time for this is approximately 45
hours per year.
Resources:
RE resources should be an exciting stimulus to discussion and to fostering a sense of enquiry, respect and
understanding. The core religions studied at Fens will be Christianity, Hinduism, Islam and Sikhism. 
We implement this using the following resources: 

· provide activities to develop knowledge of religious practices.

· Knowledge organisers are created for each unit of work to support key vocabulary.
· embrace a wide range of artefacts, props, texts, internet sources, visits and visitors in teaching
the children to gather information, reflect and answer questions about religion.
· facilitate the communication and presentation of information, ideas and judgements about
religion in a wide range of group sizes and ways: verbal, dramatic, artistic, musical, pictorial,
written, filmed or photographed.

· Where possible and appropriate, RE units will be introduced through a visit or visitor relating to
the religion being studied
· Labelled boxes of artefacts from each religion will continue to be developed and stored in the resource area.
· Sets of bibles are catalogued and stored in the Library. These sets of bibles range from those suitable for KS1 to the standard bibles for KS2, using verse and chapter. 
Role of the subject leader:

· To provide leadership and direction in RE.
· To promote high standards of teaching and learning.

· To be a positive role model for the teaching of RE.

· To produce long term and medium term planning to match the Hartlepool Agreed syllabus requirements.

· To bring new developments and ideas to the attention of the staff.

· To have a pivotal role in motivating, supporting and guiding staff in the planning and delivery of RE.
· To review, monitor and evaluate planning and to scrutinise standards of pupils’ work.

· To evaluate standards achieved in RE.
· To monitor and evaluate pupil achievement in relation to targets across the school. 
· To provide internal CPD for staff to ensure continuing professional development.

· To attend RE network meetings.

· To ensure relevant resources are available and used effectively.

· To write, review and evaluate the Science Development Plan which contributes to the School Development Plan.
Homework:

This follows government guidelines and is set to build on the knowledge and vocabulary taught in the class lesson. This builds pupils’ development in acquiring RE skills and concepts.
How we measure the impact of our RE Curriculum

Assessment and Monitoring (Including Assessment for Learning through verbal and written feedback)
· Assessment follows the guidelines in the Assessment Policy and is part of the school’s self evaluation process. It is based on the appropriate levels of attainment and is linked to learning objectives and learning outcomes. It is carried out to monitor pupils’ progress and achievements and ensure that individual pupil needs are being met.
· Pupils’ learning and understanding in RE will be assessed against the benchmark expectations set out
in the Hartlepool Agreed Syllabus. Of the three elements in RE, Personal Reflection is not assessed.
Knowledge and Understanding of specific religious and non-religious worldviews will become deeper, more complex and more comprehensive across the year groups and key stages. This will include the use of specialised vocabulary and making connections between concepts. Knowledge and
Understanding of similarities and differences between and within religious and non-religious
worldviews will become increasingly sophisticated.
Critical Thinking requires pupils to become increasingly sophisticated in analysing and evaluating
questions raised by religious and non-religious worldviews, their beliefs, practices and their
significance and influence. This involves working with increasingly complex information and types of
evidence. It includes understanding that there are differing perspectives about the complex questions and issues which relate to beliefs and ways of living in our world today. Critical Thinking involves grappling with the controversial nature of religious and non-religious worldviews.
· At the beginning of each RE unit, year group teams look at the enquiry question, key skills and vocabulary of the medium term planning objectives which needs to be incorporated into planning, adapting activities for their own cohort, taking into account all potentially vulnerable groups. Ongoing assessments inform weekly planning and individual lesson delivery. Teachers regularly offer children timely feedback both verbally and through written marking. 

· Teacher Questioning and pupil-teacher classroom dialogue is used as an integral element of assessment. Teaching staff will adapt their curriculum to the needs of all children based on the ongoing feedback this process provides. 

· Marking is to be against clearly set lesson objectives that the children’s title will relate to.

· Assessment for learning stickers can be used to offer children feedback in their workbooks.

· The stickers should relate to individual/ group objectives and make appropriate use of differentiation when asking the children to respond.

· Children of all ability groups should be challenged through marking with an emphasis on promoting progress in their scientific understanding.

· Teachers should ensure children respond to their feedback when asked to do so.   
· End of unit assessments assess pupils’ learning against expectations on the school’s agreed format.
· At the end of each RE unit, teachers make an assessment judgment as to whether pupils are working towards the expected standard, working at the expected standard or working at greater depth within the expected standard. This information is inputted into the school’s SIMs based assessment tracker.
· Year group/ phase teams should moderate their judgements to ensure consistency.

· Information from assessments is used to establish progress and identify where reinforcement of concepts is needed.  
· The RE Leader monitors this whole school data and supports teachers in identifying vulnerable groups that may require additional attention and appropriate support.
The RE Subject Leader monitors the planning and assessments. School needs for staff development, resources and assessment monitoring are linked in to the School Self-Evaluation timetable as part of the whole School Development Plan. 
Class teachers report on pupils’ progress and attainment at parental consultations each term, as well as in their annual report to parents.
Evidence of pupils’ work is kept in the RE workbooks. Examples of workbooks of higher ability, middle ability, lower ability and SEND pupils are kept each year.

Targets

Individual targets are set throughout each unit of work through teachers’ use of verbal and written feedback. These should be clearly evidence in children’s workbooks. Through assessment and monitoring of pupils’ progress, teachers acquire information which they use to inform future planning.

Adapting our RE Curriculum for ALL learners

Special Educational Needs and Disability, Pupil Premium and More-Able 
At Fens School all pupils have equal access to all areas of the RE curriculum. A broad and balanced RE curriculum is the entitlement of all our pupils regardless of background, ethnic origin, gender, class, attitude or disability. Our aim is to support the less able and challenge the more-able pupils so that they may all reach their potential.

Differentiation is planned into lessons to develop pupils’ ability whatever their level. This may be in the form of additional differentiated resources, support from the class teacher or a teaching assistant, targeted questioning as well as the pupils working individually or in groups. 

 Those pupils who are on the SEN register and have IEP’s are supported and taught according to their individual needs.
Extra Activities, educational visits and visitors:

Visits and workshops are arranged at venues around the region, such as local churches e.g. St Patrick’s church, the local mosque and divali workshops to enhance and consolidate work in school. 
SMSCD & PSHE :
Staff ensure they help their pupils develop into self-assured, confident, happy, positive young people. Pupils learn to articulate their feelings and justify them in both informal and formal settings and are given responsibility and trust to develop their confidence.
Monitoring and Reviewing the RE Policy
The policy will be reviewed annually by the RE Subject Leader in consultation with the Staff, Headteacher and the Governors to ensure it meets the needs of every child at Fens Primary School.
It will be updated, modified or amended as necessary.

Signed:  ………………………………………………………..      Date:    …………………..

                 (RE Subject Leader)

   ………………………………………………………..     Date:     …………………..         

    (Headteacher)

                ………………………………………………………..     Date:     …………………..

               (RE Link Governor)
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Term YEAR 1 YEAR2 YEAR 3 YEARZ YEAR 5 YEAR 6
What can we leam
Tia | Sbent o | What can we leam What do we know
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: Christians?
What do Christians
believe about God?
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Christianity

Whole school approach to Christmas/Easter

Diversity unit
Thematic unit





