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Music Vision & Curriculum Intent
To provide each and every one of our learners with purposeful, inspiring and enjoyable practical experiences in Music, that fully engage them in building securely and precisely upon their knowledge, skills and understanding. 

Our Music Curriculum Intent

The National Curriculum for music aims to ensure that all children: 

( perform, listen to, review and evaluate music 

( be taught to sing, create and compose music 

( understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated 

At Fens Primary School, children gain a firm understanding of what music is through listening, singing, playing, evaluating, analysing, and composing across a wide variety of historical periods, styles, traditions, and musical genres. We are committed to developing a curiosity for the subject, as well as an understanding and acceptance of the validity and importance of all types of music, and an unbiased respect for the role that music may wish to be expressed in any person’s life. We are committed to ensuring children understand the value and importance of music in the wider community and are able to use their musical skills, knowledge, and experiences to involve themselves in music, in a variety of different contexts. We ensure that every child in Fens Primary School has access to quality teaching and learning and that staff maintain their commitment to raising standards.  

Fens Primary school is dedicated to the pursuit of high standards in all aspects of school life, academic, creative, inter-personal skills and citizenship.  We encourage our pupils to be caring, self-motivated and independent.  They are secure in the knowledge that they will be treated fairly as equals with compassion and respect.  We hope that this atmosphere will develop pupils with high self-esteem who are able to achieve their full potential. The staff and governors recognise that all children will be given the same opportunities to develop their full potential, regardless of race, gender or ability.  

To strive to be an ‘Evidence Informed’ school, taking into account the important role different forms of evidence can play in improving our schools Music curriculum through informing decision making and implementation practices that continually work to improve the outcomes of teaching and learning. 

In order to achieve this goal, we will:

· Engage with a wide range of research, related to both Music and wider teaching and learning

· Explore areas of school practice that can be improved and clearly define them for all school stakeholders

· Prepare clear school development plans that outline how implementation activities and resources will be deployed to meet the intended outcomes

· Deliver and Adapt implementation strategies, monitoring their effectiveness through developed school systems and a flexible and collaborative peer-to-peer approach to school improvement 

· Sustain and scale successful implementation practices to ensure they are embedded.  

Develop children’s awareness of their ability to self-regulate and think about their learning by sustaining and promoting the school’s metacognition agenda, in order to develop metacognitive strategies in conjunction with building a progressive understanding of Music concepts. 

How we implement our Music Curriculum

Music Progression of Learning by strand:

The music curriculum ensures children sing, listen, play, perform and evaluate. This is embedded in the classroom through a curriculum which has been well thought about so that it develops the national curriculum as well as the weekly singing assemblies, various concerts and performances, musical clubs and teaching from specialist music teachers. The elements of music are taught in the classroom lessons so that children are able to use some of the language of music to dissect it, and understand how it is made, played, appreciated and analysed. In the classroom children learn key aspects of music through cross-curricular links. They also learn how to compose, focusing on different dimensions of music, which in turn feeds their understanding when listening, playing, or analysing music. Composing or performing using body percussion and vocal sounds is also part of the curriculum, which develops the understanding of musical elements without the added complexity of an instrument. 

The aim of Music is to ensure a universal provision of music education, for all pupils in all schools. In time and resources, this provision is as follows: 

• At Key Stages 1 and 2, pupils should receive a minimum of one hour of teaching a week; this may take the form of short sessions spread across the week.

 • In Years 3 or 4, it is recommended that each class should start a whole-class instrumental programme lasting a minimum of one term. The mandatory term will be supported by teachers from Tees Valley Music which is the local Music Hub. Opportunities for development should continue beyond the mandatory term. 

• There should be access to both rhythmic and melodic instruments in Key Stages 1 and 2; this may be as part of the whole-class instrumental programme and/or in other classroom teaching.

Planning:
All staff should follow agreed topics as detailed in LTPs.  Each year group are allocated 3 units of work in Music.  The order of these units and timetabling is up to the individual class teacher. Teaching time for Music should be approximately 1 hour per week. As a guide, teachers should deliver 6 hours of music every term. Short term planning should include learning objectives, main teaching activities, learning outcomes, differentiation and any cross curricular links. These detailed plans should be kept in short term planning files. Teaching assistants will assist the teacher where necessary, and their role will be planned for in the short term planning.  Assessment and feedback will be given after and throughout the lesson. Teachers should record feedback on an assessment outcomes sheet.

Resources:
All resource cupboards are well organised and clearly labelled to ensure that staff can access all materials quickly and efficiently. Musical instruments are kept in the music store opposite the Garden Room or in the Resource Room.

There are two pianos and two Yamaha Clavinovas, available for performances and use in classrooms. All additional resources can be obtained from the music coordinator. Any additional requests for resources must be handed in to the Music coordinator.

Role of the subject leader:

The music coordinator will endeavour to:

· provide advice, guidance, support and training to staff

· set a good example

· monitor and evaluate the planning and teaching of the Arts

· ensure that resources are readily available

· attend appropriate courses and disseminate appropriate information

· review, evaluate and produce a development plan for Music in line with the school development plan

· lead curriculum improvement in Music.

· liaise with other staff to offer a range of extra-curricular arts activities which will be accessible to all children.  These will mainly take place over lunchtimes and after school.

· promote Music in school within the wider community

· liaise with other school co-ordinators in order to achieve all of the above.

· to plan and evaluate an annual Arts Week which may be based around internationalism or multicultural awareness.

How we measure the impact of our Music Curriculum

Assessment and Monitoring (Including Assessment for Learning through verbal and written feedback)
A system of assessment, on SIMS, is to be completed for each strand of Music at the end of each unit of work. This allows for more effective analysis of children’s’ progress and achievements in Music and assist future planning and target setting for classes, groups, and individual children. Alongside this, the ‘End of Topic – Next Steps’ assessment will be utilised by future classroom teachers and Music co-ordinators to further enhance and accelerate the teaching and learning in Music throughout the school.

Whilst in school, children have opportunities to forge their own musical journey, which allows them to discover areas of strength, as well as areas they might like to improve upon. The integral nature of music and the learner creates an enormously rich palette from which a child may access fundamental abilities such as: achievement, self-confidence, interaction with and awareness of others, and self-reflection. Music will also develop an understanding of culture and history, both in relation to students individually, as well as ethnicities from across the world. Children are able to enjoy music, in as many ways as they choose - either as listener, creator or performer. They can discuss music and comprehend its parts. They can sing, feel a pulse, add rhythms and create melodies in a group and they can further develop these skills in the future and continue to enjoy and embrace music in their lives.

Adapting our Music Curriculum for ALL learners

Special Educational Needs and Disability, Pupil Premium and More-Able 
At Fens School all pupils have equal access to all areas of the Music curriculum. A broad and balanced Music curriculum is the entitlement of all our pupils regardless of background, ethnic origin, gender, class, attitude or disability. Our aim is to support the less able and challenge the more-able pupils so that they may all reach their potential.

Differentiation is planned into lessons to develop pupils’ ability whatever their level. This may be in the form of additional differentiated resources, support from the class teacher or a teaching assistant, targeted questioning as well as the pupils working individually or in groups. 

 Those pupils who are on the SEN register and have IEP’s are supported and taught according to their individual needs.

Arts Week:

The objective for the annual event is to enhance the Arts curriculum by providing opportunities for all children, in both key stages, to access a range of cross-curricular activities. These activities are linked with music, dance, drama and art.

SMSCD & PSHE:
Staff ensure they help their pupils develop into self-assured, confident, happy, positive young people. Pupils learn to articulate their feelings and justify them in both informal and formal settings and are given responsibility and trust to develop their confidence. Staff encourage pupils to have the confidence to undertake difficult tasks and have a wide range of experiences. Music achievements are celebrated through regular merit star assemblies, annual Arts Weeks and through the school’s website.  It is important for adults and older pupils in the school to act as role models for younger pupils.

Monitoring and Reviewing the Music Policy

The policy will be reviewed annually by the Music Subject Leader in consultation with the Staff, Headteacher and the Governors to ensure it meets the needs of every child at Fens Primary School.

It will be updated, modified or amended as necessary.

Signed:  ………………………………………………………..      Date:    …………………..

                 (Music Subject Leader)

   ………………………………………………………..     Date:     …………………..         

    (Headteacher)

                ………………………………………………………..     Date:     …………………..

               (Music Link Governor)

