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LANGUAGES POLICY

Policy review: 2021
Next Review: 2023
Our Languages Curriculum Intent
· To provide children with experiences of Languages which are enjoyable, practical and lead to a greater understanding of people from other cultures, as well as new language skills. Our intention is for the Languages curriculum to deepen children’s intercultural understanding to prepare them for a multi-cultural society and to encourage and develop the central skills of 

· Listening and Responding

· Speaking

· Reading and Responding

· Writing
· Language learning strategies through activities encouraging metacognition 

· To strive to be an ‘Evidence Informed’ school, taking into account the important role different forms of evidence can play in improving our school Languages curriculum through informing decision making and implementation practices that continually work to improve the outcomes of teaching and learning. 

In order to achieve this goal, we will:

· Engage with a wide range of research, related to both Languages and wider teaching and learning

· Explore areas of school practice that can be improved and clearly define them for all school stakeholders

· Prepare clear school development plans that outline how implementation activities and resources will be deployed to meet the intended outcomes

· Deliver and Adapt implementation strategies, monitoring their effectiveness through developed school systems and a flexible and collaborative peer-to-peer approach to school improvement 

· Sustain and scale successful implementation practices to ensure they are embedded.  

· Develop children’s awareness of their ability to self-regulate and think about their learning by sustaining and promoting the school’s metacognition agenda, in order to develop metacognitive strategies in conjunction with building a progressive understanding of Language concepts.

How we implement our Languages Curriculum

The main language taught to all children in Key Stage 2 is French. As a whole school we have adopted the QCA scheme of work for French, which is followed and adapted as deemed appropriate by the class teacher and subject leader. Continuity and progression is achieved by building on the four main skills as set out in the Fens Languages Skills Progression document to ensure children in Key Stage 2 are able to confidently build upon their previous learning experiences each year. 

At Fens School we deliver the Key Stage 2 Languages curriculum in class Language lessons. The amount of time allocated to Languages should be no less than 45 minutes per week. This allocation can be covered in both discrete language lessons and short, focused activities.

Planning:

· Long Term Planning is based on chosen QCA scheme of work for French.
· Medium Term Planning is set for each year group, with each unit covering clear objectives from the skills progression document alongside target vocabulary for the unit. 
· Short Term Planning is on a weekly basis at parallel class level on the agreed planning format. These take into account the needs of the particular abilities within the class and work is differentiated to meet those needs. Short term planning clearly shows the learning objectives for that lesson, the main input of the lesson and the organisation of differentiated activities in order for learning to take place for all pupils. The planned assessments show the focus for the learning outcomes of the lesson.

· Planning takes into account the high emphasis which the school places on the pupils’ skills using metacognition/ critical thinking. 

· Assessment opportunities are built in to each lesson, with an assessment outcomes grid for completion after each lesson. Planning sheets are annotated with information regarding pupils’ progress, and difficulties or misconceptions are noted which will be addressed in future lessons.

· Teaching assistants make an important contribution to class, group and individual work and their contributions are planned into the lessons accordingly.

Resources

Rigolo interactive resources are available to be used on interactive whiteboards. Resources are regularly monitored and updated to accompany Rigolo, such as audio CDs, song books, stories and information texts written in the target language etc.
ICT in Languages

ICT can raise standards and motivation in language learning. Opportunities to use ICT should be included in planning wherever possible. Use of videos and audio resources of native speakers (Rigolo) can increase standards in pronunciation. ICT also allows children to present their work in a variety of ways.

Role of the Subject Coordinator

The designated teacher should fulfil the following responsibilities:

· Lead curriculum improvement and promote Languages within the school.

· Prepare Languages policy in conjunction with the Head Teacher, staff and governors.

· Consult and support staff regarding the implementation of the unit of work in order to ensure each unit displays breadth, balance, continuity and progression.

· Adapt and develop planning to suit the needs of staff and children.

· Ensure staff development by providing or arranging access to training.

· Support, encourage and advise staff with their delivery of the French curriculum.

· Review, evaluate and write the annual Languages development plan, which contributes to the Whole School Development Plan.
· Be responsible for the upkeep, storing and ordering of resources.

· Attend relevant courses and share knowledge with staff concerning the Languages curriculum.

· Review, monitor and evaluate long, medium and short term planning to ensure continuity and progression throughout the school.

· Promote Languages in the school within the wider community.

· Be a positive role model for the subject.

EYFS and KS1 Provision 

Children in KS1 will begin to experience different languages. This will be implemented into their day-day class routine. Through speaking and listening, children will begin to learn basic greetings from different languages and learn days of the week, some colours and numbers from 0-5 in French.

How we measure the impact of our Languages Curriculum

Assessment and Monitoring

Each unit of work outlines the end of unit objectives and the learning outcomes, based on the National Curriculum for Languages and our school skill progression. These statements, along with the key objectives for each lesson, provide the basis of our assessment. Languages are assessed and recorded in line with our assessment policy.

Languages are assessed formatively after each lesson, when teachers write notes on planning sheets noting which children have achieved the learning outcomes and any areas for further input. Languages are also assessed summatively at the end of each unit, using the National Curriculum attainment targets. Class teachers also report on the progress and attainment of children in annual school reports.

Planning, assessment and examples of work are scrutinised termly during whole school scrutinies of work.

Adapting our Languages Curriculum for all learners

Pupils are taught in mixed groups and we consider it vital that all pupils, irrespective of gender, ability, ethnic origin and social class are given access to the full Languages curriculum in accordance with our school’s equal opportunities policy.

All pupils identified as having special educational needs are integrated into mainstream language lessons which have been appropriately differentiated and where appropriate, support will be provided.
	Skill
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Listening 
	Children will be able to:

Understand a few familiar words and phrases eg. the teacher’s instructions

· a few words and phrases in a song or rhyme

· days of the week

· numbers

· colours
	Children will be able to:

Understand a range of familiar spoken words and phrases

· Basic phrases about animals, sports and weather
	Children will be able to:

Understand the main points from a passage made up of familiar language

· Announcements, sentences describing what people like to eat, messages


	Children will be able to:

Understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of sources.



	Speaking
	Children will be able to:

Say and repeat single words and phrases

· Greeting someone

· Saying oui non, merci, s’il vous plait

· Days of the week

· Classroom objects

· Numbers

· Simple rhymes
	Children will be able to:

Answer simple questions and give basic answers

· Names of animals

· Say the time to the hour

· Saying the date

· What sports they prefer

· What the weather is like
	Children will be able to:

Ask and answer simple questions

· Discussing food with a partner, describing what they see and how much there is, saying whether they like it or not, 

· Asking for and giving directions, saying where they are going


	Children will be able to:

· Speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding appropriate ways to communicate what they want to say

· Give a short prepared talk on a topic of their choice including expressing their opinions e.g. Talking about a familiar subject, describing part of a story, making a presentation

	Reading
	Children will be able to:

Recognise and read out a few familiar words and phrases eg.

· Words from rhymes

· Labels on familiar objects

· The date

· Numbers

· Body parts


	Children will be able to:

Understand and read out familiar written phrases eg.

· Simple phrases

· Simple descriptions of animals and weather

· Someone writing about their leisure preferences or clothing needed for the weather
	Children will be able to:

Understand the main points and some of the detail from a short written texts or passages in clear printed script eg.

·  simple messages on a postcard or part of a story

· Three to four sentences of information about preferred foods


	Children will be able to:

Understand the main points and opinions in written texts from a range of French sources and various contexts eg.

· A French menu

· A written account of school life, a poem or part of a story

· A description of a person



	Writing
	Children will be able to:

Write or copy simple words and phrases correctly

· numbers

· days of the week

· colours

· greetings

· short body part descriptions


	Children will be able to:

Write one or two short sentences based on a model and fill in words on a simple form eg.

· What type of animal a picture shows

· What leisure activities they do and prefer

· A description of weather
	Children will be able to:

Write a few short sentences with support using expressions they have already learnt Eg. 

· Write a short text on a familiar topic, adapting language which they have already learnt eg. food, travel, their home

· Use of a dictionary for unfamiliar vocabulary
	Children will be able to:

Write at varying length for different purposes and audiences using a variety of language they have learnt eg.

· Paragraphs of three or four sentences about themselves and food preferences 

· Use of a dictionary for unfamiliar vocabulary
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