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COLLECTIVE WORSHIP POLICY
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What is Collective Worship?  

At Fens Primary School all registered pupils (whose parents have not exercised their right of withdrawal) take part in an act of collective worship every day, according to the requirements of the 1988 Education Act.  These acts reflect the broad traditions of Christian belief, without being distinctive of any Christian denomination.  They take into account the ages, aptitudes and family backgrounds of the pupils and include the opportunity, but not the requirement, to respond personally through thinking, sharing, listening, singing, stillness and silence.  Children are offered opportunities to worship and are encouraged to reflect, acknowledge and celebrate shared experiences of a moral and spiritual nature, promoting individual worth and self-esteem.  

We seek to help our pupils to distinguish right from wrong, encouraging them to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative, and to understand how they can contribute positively to the lives of those living and working in the locality of the school, and to society more widely, through the ethos of the school.  We recognise the special role of collective worship plays in this. Through the use of termly themes, children learn important moral, religious and social ideas together as a whole school community.   
It is important to us that our pupils learn tolerance and we promote harmony between different cultural traditions by enabling students to acquire an appreciation of, and respect for, their own and other cultures.  We include learning about the festivals and beliefs of world faiths other than Christianity as an important part of our collective worship (and additional and complementary to our provision in Religious Education), recognising that our region is less diverse than many parts of the United Kingdom and that we have a key role to play in promoting understanding and respect.  We always expect respect to be shown by adults and pupils for other people and actively promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. Where possible, we use real life news stories and events to demonstrate these values to children.
Collective worship is not the same as worship conducted in the context of faith communities; collective worship is unique and different, reflecting plurality and focusing, not on doctrine or traditions of worship, but on belief that is broadly Christian.

Where acts of collective worship take place in the context of school assembly, we make a distinction between the acts of collective worship and any administrative purposes, such as giving out notices or sharing information assembly.  This distinction is signalled verbally and through the use of music or silence as an appropriate break.  

We recognise that collective worship is educational in all its aspects. It is as carefully planned and thought out as any part of the curriculum to ensure that it is appropriate to the ages, aptitudes and family backgrounds of all pupils, and reflects the needs and understanding of our pupils in content and format.  For this reason, we use a variety of models which include exploring themes as a whole school, in phase teams (Reception, Year One and Year Two; Year Three and Four; and Year Five and Six) and as individual classes.  

Our pattern of collective worship: 
Monday:  
whole school assembly led by SLT with thought for the week

Tuesday:  
KS1 and Reception teacher assembly



KS2 (M) teacher assembly



KS2 (U) classroom worship

Wednesday: 
KS1 and Reception teacher assembly 



KS2 (M) classroom worship



KS2 (U) teacher assembly

Thursday:
singing assemblies with act of worship

Friday:
class assembly led by an individual class with act of worship led by one or more volunteers from that class
The leader for collective worship plans each week’s themes and provides planning for teachers to adapt for the needs of each group. Each half term’s classroom worship is evaluated against our agreed aims for collective worship through ongoing feedback from class teachers.  In addition, the leader for collective worship seeks the views of children about collective worship on a regular basis, evaluating the effectiveness of the embedding of our shared values, including those values identified as fundamental British values.  
Collective worship normally takes place at 10.30am, providing space for reflection in a busy morning.  
On occasion we welcome visitors to collective worship.  These visitors strengthen links with our local community and their contributions are valued.  They are carefully briefed before their first visit and at least one member of staff evaluates each visit informally.  

Unfortunately, we do not have facilities to welcome parents to acts of collective worship due to the size of the hall.  

We take special account of those with Special Education Needs, planning to ensure that all pupils benefit from the experiences offered.  We do this through music; visual stimuli such as artefacts, pictures, special objects; stories, particularly those which enable pupils to come to terms with personal experiences through their capacity to promote self-reflection and understanding of the thoughts and feelings of others; and drama.  
The agreed aims of collective worship at Fens


· to enable pupils to explore and respond to a variety of forms of worship, thus enabling those pupils with a religious commitment to deepen their experience of worship, and to allow those without a religious commitment to begin to appreciate what worship means for others

· to enable pupils to approach the threshold of worship by fostering in them an attitude characterised by feelings such as humility, awe, wonder, appreciation, thankfulness, respect, reverence and elation
· to enable pupils to consider spiritual and moral issues and the many questions which relate to life

· to acknowledge the things which have meaning, value and purpose for pupils as individuals, as well as for the school and the wider community
· to develop a sense of community within and beyond the school
· to celebrate achievements, special occasions and special events in relation to individual pupils within school, to the school as a whole or to the wider community

· to acknowledge and respect difference and diversity

Spiritual Development 

We promote spiritual development across the whole curriculum.  However, our acts of collective worship provide particular opportunities for promoting the spiritual development of pupils.  Although spirituality is at the heart of all the world’s major religions, the spiritual area of experience cannot be confined to adherents of faith communities. In Fens, a definition of collective worship might incorporate the following:

· an appreciation of things considered to be of worth or held in high regard

· a special personal feeling of reverence or humility

· an appreciation of the joys and wonders of the world

· an acknowledgement of the achievement and efforts of others, the struggles and sufferings of other human beings

· a sense of transcendence 

In order to promote this, we:  

· give time for stillness and reflection, and the exploration of inner thoughts and feelings

· provide opportunities for pupils to share what is important to them

· celebrate what is worthwhile in pupils’ own lives and in the context of the school and the wider community

· create an atmosphere conducive to a sense of peace 

· provide opportunities for pupils to use all their senses

· take account of the age, aptitude and family background of the pupils

· foster an atmosphere of mutual respect

· often begin from pupils’ experiences

· provide opportunities to develop the imagination

· use a range of activities such as singing, dancing, drama and prayer

· provide a special time separate from ordinary school activities

Parental Rights

The right of parents to withdraw their children from collective worship was established in the 1944 Education Act.  If the parents ask that a pupil be wholly or partly excused from attending collective worship at a school, we will comply.  

If parents request alternative worship in accordance with a particular faith or denomination for a child who has been withdrawn, we will respond positively providing that:

· denominational worship does not replace the statutory non-denominational collective worship

· alternative provision would be consistent with the overall purpose of the school curriculum 
and

· such arrangements can be made at no additional cost to the school.

Exercise of the Rights of Withdrawal

Parents are not obliged to state their reasons for seeking withdrawal.  However, we find it helpful to establish with any parent wanting to exercise the right of withdrawal:

· the elements of collective worship in which the parent would object to the child taking part
· the practical implications of withdrawal

· whether the parent will require any advanced notice of such worship, and if so how much
We record this in order to ensure that parental wishes are fully respected.
We continue to be responsible for the supervision of any child withdrawn from collective worship.
Rights of Teachers

Staff have the right not to lead or participate in acts of collective worship. 
