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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION POLICY

Policy review: October 2019
Next Review: October 2020
Fens Primary School
Policy for Religious Education

Vision

To ensure that every child in Fens Primary School has access to high quality teaching and learning and that staff maintain their commitment to raising standards.

School Aims 

Fens School is dedicated to the pursuit of high standards in all aspects of school life - academic, creative, inter-personal skills and citizenship.  We encourage our pupils to be caring, self-motivated and independent.  They are secure in the knowledge that they will be treated fairly as equals, with compassion and respect.  We hope that this atmosphere will develop pupils with high self-esteem who are able to achieve their full potential.

Fens School seeks to encourage an ethos where tolerance and understanding, together with respect for the rights and views of other, is fostered.  We seek to develop children as citizens with a caring attitude towards school, community and the wider world. 

Equal Opportunities

The staff and governors recognise that all pupils must be given the opportunity to develop their full potential, regardless of gender, race or ability.  By promoting a non-discriminatory environment, whilst reinforcing positive images of all, the school will endeavour to avoid stereotyping, together with its academic, social, and moral implications for children.

RE has an important part to play in promoting the spiritual, moral, social, cultural and intellectual development of pupils and in helping them to gain a greater understanding of themselves and a more sympathetic awareness of the needs of others. 
What is Religious Education?

“The purpose of RE is to educate about religion.  It is not the purpose of RE to persuade pupils to accept or reject a particular religious tradition”


[Hartlepool RE Agreed Syllabus]

The Aims of Religious Education

RE provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about God, the self, the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human.
RE develops pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, of other principal religions, other religious traditions and world views that offer answers to the questions above.
RE offers pupils the opportunity to examine the significance of religion in relation to themselves and others, as they consider how religion and beliefs have an impact on individuals and groups in local, national and global contexts.
RE offers opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development. It encourages pupils to explore their own beliefs (whether they are religious or not) in the light of what they learn, examine issues of religious beliefs and faith, and consider their own responses to questions raised. 
RE encourages empathy and enables pupils to develop their own sense of identity and belonging.
RE encourages respect for all, including those with differing faiths and beliefs, as pupils develop understanding and appreciation of our diverse society and world.
RE helps to challenge prejudice, discrimination and racism. 
RE has a vital role to play in promoting the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils and prepares them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life. Through RE pupils can develop skills e.g. discernment, critical thinking and reasoning. RE gives opportunities for pupils to listen to others, hear and analyse conflicting viewpoints and develop empathy and respect. 
[Hartlepool RE Agreed Syllabus 2012]
The legal requirements

The legal requirements for teaching RE are set out in the 1988 Education Reform Act, the Education Act 1996 and School Standards and Framework Act 1998.

RE must be taught to all registered pupils in maintained schools, except to those withdrawn by their parents.  This requirement does not apply to nursery children in maintained schools but does apply to all children in Reception.  At Fens we believe that RE forms a valuable part of the educational experience of children and therefore it is included in Nursery teaching and learning. 

RE is a component of the basic curriculum and is to be taught alongside the National Curriculum in maintained schools. RE has equal standing in relation to National Curriculum subjects within a school’s curriculum. In all maintained schools, other than voluntary aided schools with a religious character, RE must be taught in accordance with the locally agreed syllabus.

A Local Authority (LA) is responsible for the provision of statutory orders for RE in a locally determined agreed syllabus and must convene an Agreed Syllabus Conference (ASC) to produce a syllabus. The LA is required to review this agreed syllabus every five years. 

The law states that an agreed syllabus must:

· reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, while taking account of the teachings and practices of the other principal religions represented in Great Britain.
· be non-denominational (this does not mean that teaching denominations is prohibited, but the teaching of only one particular denomination would be), and must not be designed to convert pupils or to urge a particular religion or religious belief on pupils. 

The Head teacher must ensure the provision of RE in their school and must ensure that sufficient time and resources are given to RE in order for statutory requirements to be met. The governing body and the LA are also responsible for ensuring the provision of RE.

Each LA must have a SACRE (Standing Advisory Council for RE). The SACRE may require a review of the Agreed Syllabus at any time. This is in addition to the requirements on LAs to convene a conference to reconsider the Agreed Syllabus every five years. 

(from Hartlepool Agreed Syllabus 2012)
The right of withdrawal

The 1988 Education Act confirmed the right of withdrawal for both parents and teachers:

· Teachers who do not wish to participate in RE have the right to withdraw.  

· Parents have the right to withdraw their children from all or part of RE lessons.

· Information about the provision made for RE and the parental right of withdrawal must be included in the school prospectus.

The parental right to withdraw a child from receiving RE should be freely exercisable and a school must give effect to any such request.  Parents are not obliged to state their reasons for seeking withdrawal.  Although it is not a legal requirement to put requests for withdrawal in writing, at Fens we do ask parents to confirm their exact wishes for withdrawal in writing.
At Fens we deal with each such request on an individual basis.

Scheme of Work

Our Scheme of Work is in accordance with the Hartlepool Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education 2012. 

	Foundation 
	Range of Religions taught through Festivals, Special books and people

	Key Stage 1
	Christianity,  Hinduism ( Core )
	Judaism (Year 2) 

( Supplementary)

	Key Stage 2
	Christianity, Sikhism, Islam
	Judaism

(Supplementary)


The long-term plan for RE (Appendix 1) shows which units of work are being taught in each year group throughout the year and is based on a key question.  It is based on Key Stage Programmes of Study in the Agreed Syllabus and on the core religions indicated above.  The long term plan is appropriate for the Key Stage, for example, it focuses on one religion per unit at KS1 and allows for some comparisons between religions at upper KS2. It allows for continuity and progression both between year groups and Key Stages.  Our long term plan is based on the exemplar long term plan from the Agreed Syllabus.

APPENDIX 1 - long term plan

Structure of the Programme of Study

The Hartlepool Agreed Syllabus is based on four dimensions that run through the Foundation Stage and Key Stages 1-3.  Themes for each Key Stage exemplify these dimensions.

The four key dimensions are: Belief, Authority, Expressions of Belief and Impact of Belief
These four dimensions:

· convey a fundamental idea in religion

· are distinctive but intertwine and overlap with each other

· can be explored at any Key Stage at differing depths
Themes are used at each Key Stage (KS1 – 3) which relate to and explore the key dimensions. The themes:

· provide the context for ‘learning about religion’ and ‘learning from religion’

· exemplify the four dimensions

· enable continuity and progression of learning throughout the Key Stages
RE is based on Knowledge and Understanding of Religion, Critical Thinking and Personal Reflection. These are interlinked and enable pupils to make good progress in RE.
Within the Foundation Stage, Religious Education will be taught within the guidelines of the EYFS.
Time Allocation

RE is taught continuously throughout the Key Stage and with sufficient time allocated to cover the Programme of Study, assumed to be not less than 5% of curriculum time at every Key Stage. 

The Agreed Syllabus recommends:  

Key Stage 1: 36 hours per year

Key Stage 2: 45 hours per year

Teachers decide the correct model to teach RE, which may be taught weekly, or in a concentrated block of time (e.g. whole afternoon, whole day or several days).

The above time allocations do not include Collective Worship as this is not part of RE. 

Resources 

The school has a collection of religious artefacts.  These are stored centrally, and audited regularly.  

In addition, children and teachers have access to the school’s libraries where a selection of books suitable for the age of the children is available.  









Teachers’ books are stored in the staff room, as is the copy of the Qur’an (to ensure sensitivities as to storage and use are observed).  

Videos, DVDs and CD-Roms are also stored in the staff room. 

The computer suite and library computers provide access to on-line resources.  Teachers’ attention is drawn to the gateway site www.reonline.org.uk . 
Visits and visitors can also provide a variety of learning opportunities.  If pupils are to learn about religions and from religions, it is essential that they have opportunities to meet people for whom religious faith is important.  Visits and visitors need to be carefully chosen and the pupils, staff and visitors carefully prepared with clear and appropriate learning objectives. The teacher must ensure that the purpose of the visit is clear and that the visitor knows how their contribution will fit in with the unit of work.  Likewise, all visits must fit in with the long and medium term planning in the school and this should be made clear to all those involved. Visitors are always an educational and not an evangelistic resource. 

If places of worship are to be visited, time should be given for pupils to absorb the atmosphere and to explore the central question, “Why is this place important to those who worship here?”  Sensitivities in terms of behaviour and any particular faith requirements should be carefully observed.

Role of the subject co-ordinator
The RE co-ordinator will:

· lead curriculum improvement and promote RE in the school
· be familiar with the requirements of the Agreed Syllabus

· prepare the RE policy in conjunction with the Head Teacher, staff and governors
· produce long term and medium term planning to match the Agreed Syllabus 

· consult and support staff regarding the implementation of the Scheme of Work in order to ensure the scheme provides breadth, balance, continuity and progression, and meets the legal requirements
· offer advice, guidance and support staff with their delivery of the RE curriculum
· review, evaluate and write the annual RE development plan which contributes to the School Development Plan
· review, monitor and evaluate the planning, teaching and assessment of RE
· evaluate standards achieved in RE

· ensure that resources are readily available
· ensure continuing professional development for themselves and other staff through in-service training and network meetings

· keep staff informed of developments in RE

· be a positive role model for the subject
· help teachers set individual pupil, class and year performance targets
· promote and arrange visits and visitors in RE
· develop the portfolio of pupils’ work and scrutinise work across the school
· support Y6 teachers in implementing the KS2/3 bridging unit and working with Y7 teachers

· ensure good liaison with partner schools to ensure continuity and progression

· keep up-to-date with national and local development in RE
Assessment and monitoring

Regular assessment of all pupils is necessary in RE, so that:

· pupils know how well they are achieving and what they need to do to improve;

· teachers know how well pupils are achieving so that they can plan for further progress;

· teachers can evaluate the effectiveness of their teaching;

· teachers can report to parents.

Pupils will experience a variety of work and approaches when studying RE.  There will be discussion, description and reflection.  Recording may come in the form of artwork, poetry, writing, drama and dance.  

Teachers are beginning to assess pupil’s knowledge and understanding using the level descriptors from the medium term planning outlined in the locally agreed syllabus. In addition, the Subject Leader monitors and assesses the standards of work and ascertains the levels of achievement in each year group through the evaluation of planning and an annual work analysis.

Progress is reported to parents annually.

Class teachers also report on children’s progress and attainment at parental consultations during the autumn, spring and summer term as well as in their annual report to parents.

Evidence of children’s work is kept in the RE workbook, which is passed on to the next teacher as pupils progress through the school.  Workbooks for a higher, middle and lower ability child are kept each year, along with examples for GAT and SEN children.  In addition, a portfolio of work is maintained by the co-ordinator.  
Planning 

A Long Term Plan for Religious Education has been produced by the Co-ordinator to fulfil the requirements of the Agreed Syllabus. All Class Teachers have a copy of this and is used when Medium Term Planning is undertaken. 

Medium Term Planning takes into account the need for:
· A range of learning experiences.
· Key questions. 
· Attainment Target 1 (Learning about Religion) 
This includes the ability to:

1. Identify, name, describe and give accounts in order to build a coherent picture of each religion.

2. Explain the meanings of religious language, stories and symbolism.

3. Explain the similarities and differences between and within religions.

Attainment Target 2 (Learning from Religion)
This includes the ability to:

1. Give an informed and considered response to religious and moral issues.

2. Reflect on what might be learned from religions in the light of one’s own beliefs and experience.

3. Identify and respond to questions of meaning within religions.

Progression and Differentiation.
Across Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 pupils may re-visit areas of content but there will be different expectations at each Key Stage. The approach to whole school planning will ensure that there is no needless repetition and that learning experiences are meaningful.

Differentiation is important within Religious Education as it is in other subjects.  Work should be matched to the individual needs of the children using planning, organisation and the use of resources, to support these needs.  In particular, planning for the needs of the more able and those with special educational needs will engage pupils in active and appropriate learning experiences. Where other adult support is available this should be used to support the learning of children in line with the learning objectives for the lesson.  

Homework

Homework may be given to support activities in the classroom and will be set in accordance with the school’s homework policy.

ICT in RE

ICT can raise standards and motivation in RE.  Opportunities to use ICT should be included in planning wherever appropriate.  Use of the Bousfield Learning Suite, DVDs, CD-ROMs and on-line resources can provide access to authentic religious experience, which our children would otherwise encounter infrequently in present day Hartlepool.  ICT also enables children to present their work in a variety of ways and the digital camera can be used, for example to record artefacts or drama work.

In addition, ICT can support teachers’ subject knowledge, planning, teaching and assessment in RE.  

Links to other subjects

As well as making its own distinctive contribution to the school curriculum, RE links directly and indirectly with other curriculum areas, through its content, development of skills and encouragement of particular attitudes. In Literacy, in particular, RE gives rich and varied opportunities for children to practise, consolidate, refine and extend their skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening.  It can provide enrichment through access to good quality materials and provides opportunities for focused work on challenging texts.  Children can have opportunities to write for a purpose and to use a range of starting points to stimulate their writing and speaking.

There have always been strong links between religion and the arts and so RE fits naturally with 

subjects such as Art, Music, Dance and Drama.  RE can contribute to the application of skills for other curriculum areas e.g. collection and interpretation of statistical data (Mathematics), making of artefacts, cards and models (Design Technology), aspects of Geography.  

SEN provision in subject
RE can make a significant contribution to inclusion, particularly in its focus on promoting respect.  RE provides many opportunities for challenging prejudice and stereotypical views, positively appreciating differences in others and celebrating diversity.

Effective inclusion involves teaching RE in a lively stimulating way that:

· builds on and is enriched by the differing experiences pupils bring to their learning;


· meets the learning needs of all pupils, including: those with learning difficulties, those who are gifted and talented, boys and girls, pupils for whom English is an additional language, pupils from all religious communities and pupils from a wide range of ethnic groups and diverse family backgrounds.

Whilst a range of expected attainment levels for each Key Stage are set out, it is recognised that there will be some pupils whose attainment will fall out of this expected range, because their attainment is significantly higher (gifted and talented pupils) or significantly lower (pupils with special needs or learning difficulties). For these pupils, teachers should use a greater range of the levels of expectation, allowing for greater differentiation and thus enabling all pupils to achieve as high a standard as possible in RE.  For some pupils,  P levels may be used for planning and assessment.  

Health and Safety issues

Religious Education encourages children’s self respect and sensitivity to the needs of others.  It challenge inequalities and discrimination associated with race, religion, culture, gender, ability, or socio-economic group and therefore has an important part to play in the self esteem of individuals and communities.  

Teachers are aware of the need to observe certain sensitivities regarding the religious traditions taught and are encouraged to seek further guidance where necessary.  

EVERY CHILD MATTERS

RE can make a positive contribution to all five dimensions of Every Child Matters.

Be Healthy

RE emphasises the promotion of pupils’ self-worth and the importance of learning about religious beliefs and teachings on issues such as drug use and misuse, food and drink, medical ethics, relationships and sexuality, and the impact of environmental issues on health.

Stay Safe

RE highlights the importance of developing good relationships and respecting differences between people.  It encourages pupils, by learning about the diversity of religious and ethnic groups, to reflect on relationships and the feelings, needs and concerns of themselves and others.  RE enables pupils to learn about the destructive power of prejudice, racism, offending behaviour and bullying.

Enjoy and Achieve

RE is a subject with academic rigour and offers pupils the opportunity to achieve an externally credited qualification whilst at secondary school.  Pupils of all ages should have the opportunity to learn about and learn from religion in a stimulating, challenging and enjoyable way.

RE offers opportunities for personal development as pupils consider their sense of self-worth, identity and belonging.  RE contributes to pupils’ spiritual development, provoking reflection on challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of live, beliefs about God, the self and the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human.  Attitudes such as respect for all, appreciation, wonder and open-mindedness are encouraged.

Make a Positive Contribution

RE promotes respect for all, racial and inter-faith harmony.  It contributes to the combating of prejudice and discrimination and contributes positively to the development of community cohesion and awareness of how inter-faith co-operation can support the pursuit of the common good.  This Agreed Syllabus requires pupils to develop knowledge and understanding of religion in their own local community whilst considering their own contributions to local, national and global communities.

Achieve Social and Economic Well-Being

RE promotes pupils’ social development as it presents opportunities for pupils to investigate social issues from religious perspectives and consider how religious beliefs might lead to particular actions and concerns.  RE emphasises the importance of pupils learning about how religions respond to a variety of issues, including wealth and poverty, trade and aid, the right use of money, human rights, fairness, social justice.  It gives pupils opportunities to reflect on these issues in relation to their own values and actions.  Consideration of such issues helps to prepare pupils for adult life, employment and economic well-being.







(from the Agreed Syllabus 2012)
Reviewed by 

Kirsti Pearson, RE Coordinator September 2017
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